
[ŜǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳŀƪŜƻǾŜǊ 
ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ Ǉǳǘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
a!w/IΗ Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻǳƴŘΚ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ōǳȅƛƴƎ 
ƛǘΚ .ǳƳƳŜǊΧōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ [ƛŦŜ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǝƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
crazy and this really only took me half an hour once 
I finally sat down to do it. {ƻǊǊȅ ŦƻƭƪǎΧǊŜŀƭƭȅΦ 
 
We have a lot of ground to cover and this may go a 
little Ŧŀǎǘ ǎƻ ƘŀƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀǘǎΧ 
 

WAY back in March we got into the brunt of the t-
ball season. Noah really liked t-ball and he looked 
super cute in his little uniform. IŜΩǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 
forward to playing again next spring. When the 
ƎŀƳŜǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ ǿƘich most of them 
ǿŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ 
had to sweat through a single game. 
 
The new TV arrived not a minute too soon and 
ǿŜΩǾŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƛǘΗ ¢ƘŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ 
we ordered was nicer than we expected it to be, 
being that it was a put it together yourself sort of 
ŀŦŦŀƛǊΦ {ƻ ŦŀǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘτ
though it took Tate a while to get over the 

ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǳƴƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 5±5Ωǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
cabinets. 

 
 
We did nothing fun for Spring Break. It was kind of 
lame. The kids all went to the dentist one day but 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ¢ŀǘŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ 
and he was totally uncooperative and if I 
remember right Tess screamed through her whole 
exam too. 
 
Sometime around the end of March beginning of 
April they split our ward at church. Somehow we 
still ended up with most of the kids. We still have 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ƴǳǊǎŜǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
{ǳƴōŜŀƳ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ /¢wс ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ 
insane. Jared in now the Cubmaster for the pack 
and I got put back into my calling as the 
Enrichment leader. 
 
On the 15th of April while we were up at the church 
for something we got a cat. A teenage girl and her 
boyfriend stopped by and were trying to unload 
ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜŜƴȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƪƛǘǘŜƴ ƻƴ ŀƴȅōƻŘȅ ǿƘƻΩŘ ōŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ 
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to take her. Ta da! We 
named her Pickles. She 
weighed less than one 
pound when we got her 
and Tate was sure she 
was out to get him; he 
screamed anytime she 
walked into the room or 
started pouncing on 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ 
gotten used to each 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ 
entertaining to have 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ǎƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŜǊΣ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ 
too dumb to hide from them. Top picture is her 
when we got her, and bottom picture was taken 
moments ago, just for you. 
 

 
Happy Easter! 
 

Jared took both the boys on 
the Father Son Campout this 
year. Tate was a handful, 
surprise, surprise and if I 
remember right it was really, 
really cold. They had a good 
ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƎƭŀŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƎŀƳŜ 
to take them both. While they 
ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƴŜ ¢Ŝǎǎ Ŏǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƛǊΧ 
 
 

Towards the end of April both Noah and Tess has 
group shots taken for t-ball and ballet respectively. 
They both turned out pretty cute and we bought 
the bare minimum of both. 
 

The ballet recital was on the 9th of May. The girls 
did great and they looked really cute but the thing 
was a nightmare. The high school they had it at was 
about an hour from our house. They had to be 
there for dress rehearsal at the crack of dawn and 
they had no plans to entertain these little girls, or 
anyone to supervise them, backstage for hours 
until the thing was over. Poor Tess was in tears that 
her feet hurt by the time we were done and said 
ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ōŀƭƭŜǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ ! ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ǳǎ 
aƻƳΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƻ aƛǎǎ aŜƭƛǎǎŀ ό¢ŜǎǎΩ 
teacher) and she totally agreed with us and from 
what I hear things will be very different this year. 
 
Jared and Noah went to a Rangers game on the 
12th and ran into a little trouble on the way home 
when the alternator decided that it was time to go. 
The nice cop who pulled them over pushed them to 
a gas station after chewing Jared out for trying to 
drive home on a dying alternator. Cameron rescued 
them from Mesquite and Jared got it towed home 
and fixed it the next day. Apparently while they 
were dying on the side of the road Noah 
proclaimed fǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪǎŜŀǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ άaƻƳ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻ ƳŀŘΦέ 
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Oh look, that cat was being 
retarded. 
 
Near the end of the month, 
after a parent teacher 
ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ bƻŀƘΩǎ 
Kindergarten teacher Mrs. 
Magnessτin which we were 
told that Noah is brilliant, I 
went in and volunteered a 
couple of times helping her 
and the kids stamp T-Shirts for 

beach day. It was fun to go and help and I felt bad 
ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
 
Our friends the Parkers moved the end of May 
beginning of June too. It was really sad and we miss 
them a lot. Kevin is in the military and they got to 
go back to Germany. Tess misses Lauren at ballet 
and I miss Marnie and all her bows.  
 
Jared and I finally had to talk in Sacrament meeting 
on the 31st. We made it nearly four years in this 
ward before we were asked to speak.  

 
Noah graduated from 
Kindergarten on the 5th of 
June. He walked down their 
little aisle with his hands in 
his pockets all cool like. He 
did really well in Kindergarten 
and is reading amazingly well. 
²ŜΩǊŜ ǎƻ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΗ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Jared got to take 
Noah and Tess to 
Twilight Camp with 
him this year. They 
had a ball at Busy 
BŜŀǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
looking forward to 
sending them again 
next year. 
 
We got to go and 
ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ bƻŀƘΩǎ 
trophy for t-ball on 
the 19th. The closing 
ceremonies were 
kind of 
disappointing I 
thought, no one 
from his team stuck 
around for any of 
the games and stuff, 
so he and I cut out 
early as well and 
went back to 
Twilight Camp. 

 
We finally replaced our old grill on the 3rd of July! 
The thing had gotten to be a major fire hazard and 
we tossed it last summer. The bottom was all 
rusted ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀƳŜǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ƴƛŎŜ 
little jets anymore it was more like a campfire. We 
loaded all the kids onto the backseat in the van and 
ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŜŀǘ ƻǳǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ 
pain for Jared to get it into the van at all. We 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƘƻƳŜΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ 
ǿƻǊƪǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊƛƭƭ 
we could use again. 
 
On the 4th of July Jared and I started papering the 
wall in the entry way. We did a really cool 
treatment that I have been wanting to do for years, 
just never had the time, money and inclination all 
at the same time. It took LOTS longer than I 
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thought it would but it looks amazing and we really 
ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΦ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƻǿƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ǇŀǇŜǊ όϷ10 
Ǌƻƭƭ ŀǘ [ƻǿŜΩǎύ ǘƻǊƴ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ǳǇ 
with regular wallpaper glue. We love how easy it is 
ǘƻ άŦƛȄΦέ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǎǇƻǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
either the kids or the cat have pulled at an edge or 
something and it glues back up in no time flatΣ ƛǘΩǎ 
really awesome. 

 
 
Near the middle of the month, on a Sunday 
morning, Noah woke up shrieking bloody murder 
saying that his eye hurt. We made him shower and 
tried to get him to calm down and get ready for 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǳǇ ǎƻ L ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ taking 
ƘƛƳ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōƛƎ ƻƭΩ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ 
cornea. It healed up in a few days but he was 
pretty miserable until it did. 
 
The kids all started swimming lessons in July, which 
Noah and his eye had to miss the first week of. 
¢ŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǉǳŀǘƻǘǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǎƻ L Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ άǎǿƛƳέ 
with him but it was fun and he enjoyed it. He and 
Tess both did fine and passed their classes (though 
ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ ȅŜǘύ ōǳǘ 
Noah was sort of a chicken and realƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƻƭ ǎƻ ƘŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
 
After taking Noah and Tate in for well-child 
checkups near the end of the month, we decided 
to take Noah and have his eyes checked at our eye 

doctor, for no other reason than the insurance 
companȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜ 
chart at the pediatrician but they would pay for 
him to see an actual eye doctor. Turns out that he 
has astigmatism in his right eye, which could in fact 

be from the scratch 
to his corneaτI guess 
sometimes they ŘƻƴΩǘ 
heal properly. So he 
got glasses the end of 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
cute on him and he 
managed to pick 
some very durable 
ŦǊŀƳŜǎΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 
nearly broken them 
and had them fixed. 

 
Lƴ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ άǎǘŀȅŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
up the mid part of August we replaced our slow 
leaking old camera the beginning of the month. 
The new one is small and fast and we love it! 
 
After four years of hosting I handed off playgroup 
ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ 
about that every week and Jessica has done some 
really fun things so far. 
 

As I mentioned we opted for the cheaper route this 
summer and vacationed close to home. We took 
the kids to Great Wolf Lodge, about an hour 
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from ƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǊǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
huge, indoor, temperature controlled water park. It 
was really cool and we had a really good time. 
²ŜΩǊŜ ǎƻ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴΗ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ 
wŜΩƭƭ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
need quite so much one-on-one supervision, Jared 

and I were spread really thin between the three of 
them. It would be nice for the older two to be able 
to go down a couple slides and then come back 
rather than having to have someone follow them. 
¢ƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ǿŀǎ ƴŜŀǘΣ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ άYƛŘǎ /ŀōƛƴέ ƛƴ 
it so they had their own little sectioned off space 
and each kid got their own bunk. All in all it was 
really cool and the first vacation of any sort we 
have taken just us and the kids. 
 

WŀǊŜŘΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ 
Josh came home from his 
mission in the Philippines 
on the 13thΗ ²ŜΩǊŜ 
looking forward to seeing 
him when we go home 
for Thanksgiving. 

 
August was also the month of Super Saturday 
preparations. I really drug my feet with it this year, 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ǿŀǎ ǎǳǊŜ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ LŦ ƛǘ 
ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ²ƘƛǘƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ 
unbridled enthusiasm for everything it may not 
have been as successful as it was. But we got it all 
done and had the table up in time and got really 
good response again this year! 
 
Jared talked me into going to a Rangers game with 
him and the kids on the 19th and I have since 
ǾƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ƴŜǾŜǊ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ 
ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎƻ ŦǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ōƻǊƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
more fun for he and Noah to just go without me, 
and Tate.  
 
Ballet started up again the end of August. 
Thankfully the summer break was enough to help 
Tess forget the nightmare recital and she was 
ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ aƛǎǎ aŜƭƛǎǎŀ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ 
already paid all of our recital fees and things for 
ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ 
to be very different from last year, andτbonus for 
usτthe recital is being held at the high school just 
up the street from us! YAY! The dress rehearsal will 
ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎƘŜōŀƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ¢Ŝǎǎ ŘŀƴŎŜǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
going home. Anyways, we totally caved to peer 
pressure and put her in an afternoon class with all 
the other little girls from the ward. That meant that 
I had to take Noah and Tate with me, on 
Wednesday and then race home to make dinner 
really fast before Jared had to go to scouts. We 
went the first week and it was a nightmare. There 
were a dozen little girls in the class and all their 
siblings crammed into the hall outside the studio. I 
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asked her teacher if there was still room in the 
Friday morning class and she told me that she only 
had one little girl in that class right now. I was 
thrilled and switched her before we even left the 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ƎǳŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘΩƭƭ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƳŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
crowd. 
 

Jared started playing 
soccer in a league they 
organized out at work. I 
think he only got to play 
twice, between rain and 
just being busy with other 
stuff but he enjoyed it 
ŀƴȅǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ōŜǘ ƘŜ 
signs up again. His sad old 
ǎƻŎŎŜǊ ŎƭŜŀǘǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ 

ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƎŀƳŜΧ 
 
On the 31st of 
August my little 
sister had her 
baby boy 
[ƛƴŎƻƭƴΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 
wait to see him 
when we go 
home for 
Thanksgiving 

ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ IŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ōŀōȅ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΣ ƭǳŎƪȅ 
ŘǳŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƘŜΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ 
dang cute. Congrats to Megan and Brian! 
 

Noah started first 
grade. My gosh 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƭŘΦ 
He likes his teacher 
and knows a good 
number of the kids 
in his class from last 
year. Sam and I 
learned our lesson 
about waiting for 
them to call us if 
they need help and 

ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ƘŀƭŦ ŀ Řay each once a 
ǿŜŜƪΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
helping and get a little break from the younger two 
monsters. 
 

I made my little, or not 
so little, list and sat 
down to do this very 
newsletter on the 8th 
of September only to 
find out that the 
computer had some 

ƘŜƛƴƻǳǎ ǾƛǊǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ WŀǊŜŘ 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ŎƭŜŀƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ 
functional now but I sure felt cut off from the 
world there for a while. 
 

hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ LΩƳ 
planning to pretend 
to be younger than I 
am and go to the 
midnight showing of 
the new Twilight 
movie here in a 
couple weeks. I got 
my tickets on the 
10th and have been 
counting down ever 
ǎƛƴŎŜΦ L ƎǳŜǎǎ LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
holding out a little 
hope that they 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōƻǘŎƘ ƛǘ ŀǎ 

bad as they did with the last one. 
 
I threw a baby shower for my friend Jen on the 12th 
of September. Once again, there was WAY too 
much food, but she got a lot of really cute stuff and 
I think the whole thing went really well. 
 
We had dinner with some good friends on the 19th 
and Jared and the kids had a nice cool dip in the 
pool. Apparently the water was frigid. But the kids 
ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ DŀǳǎƳŀƴΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
really cool tree house, complete with zip line and 


