
Let's go all the way back to the start of 
2006… 

 
I don't think that we did anything for 
New Years Eve, but I really don't 
remember. The 1st was Sherry's birthday 
so we gave her her gift while they were 
here after Christmas. We got her the new 
Cinderella DVD. 
 
At the beginning of the new year our 
block time for church changed to 1:30-
4:30. Initially we were thrilled, two 
months later not so much. It is really 
difficult to have church during afternoon 
naptime. But hey we only have 10 more 
months to go, and then maybe we'll get 
the coveted 11-2 slot. 
 
On the 3rd somewhere near our house 
some construction crew broke a water 
main and we were without water for 
several hours. Unfortunately they got it 
fixed before we were forced to go out to 
dinner. 
 
On the 5th we got our cable bill and I 
was a little miffed to discover that my 
rates had increased by about $15. When 
I called to find out why the nice lady that 
I talked to told me that it was just the 

first in a series of scheduled increases 
for the year, she would be happy to send 
me a copy of the letter they mailed out 
informing me of said increases. So there 
goes the cable TV…it's for the better 
really, we watch way too much TV as it 
is. 
 

On the 6th 
I got a call 
from Jed, 
our friend 
from 
Colorado. 
He just 
called to 
tell me 
that his 
wife 
Ashley 

had been induced nine weeks early with 
their third baby, a little girl named Braia. 
This came as a total shock to me since 
Ashley had fallen off the face of the 
earth and I hadn't heard from her in a 
million years. As of today Mom and 
baby are both doing well, Braia was in 
the hospital for about a month but is 
home with her family now. They sent 
her home on oxygen but I keep getting 
updates about how big she is getting. 
We're glad everyone is okay and wish 
you guys the best!  
 
On the 7th we watched Riley in the 
morning so Tim & Amanda could go to 
the Temple. We've resolved to try and 

 
 
 
 
 
  
Volume 2 Edition 4                                                  Royse City, TX                                                          March 2006 

 



Volume 2 Edition 4 Page 2 March 2006 
 

go once a month this year and we're 
going to rope them into the same 
arrangement by swapping babysitting. 
 
On the 10th Nate and Ashley had their 
ultrasound and were thrilled to discover 
that they are having a little boy! They 
got some really cool 3-D ones that show 
his cute face really well. Andrew Nathan 

Crookston 
is due the 
last day of 
May and 
we are so 
excited for 
him to get 
here.  
 

Congrats you guys! 
 
On the 10th we began what was actually 
our second attempt at potty training. 
Noah got out of the shower and told me 
he needed to go and then he wore 
training pants for the rest of the day. It 
lasted about a week before he was 
starting to have some 'issues' about 
going and then we fell off the potty 
training wagon. Everybody tells me that 
when he is really ready the whole thing 
will be a breeze, and so we wait… 
 
Before the holidays they made me the 
Playgroup Coordinator for our ward. 
Quite a calling huh? I am on the 
Enrichment Committee as a part of that 
too. Anyways, we all decided that we 
would just hold off of playgroup until 
after the holidays had passed and then 
decide what we wanted to do. So on the 
12th I had a well-advertised meeting that 
only two people attended. We changed 
days, times and locations and decided 
that those who were not in attendance 
wouldn't get to complain. 

Dad's birthday was on the 17th. We got 
him a mug that had the Bill of Rights on 
it, when you put hot stuff in it they start 
to disappear…ha ha ha. Happy Birthday 
Gramps! 
 
On the 18th after two sleepless nights we 
took Tess to the doctor and discovered 
her very first ear infection. We got her 
some antibiotics and after Walgreen's 
took over an hour to fill them she was 
feeling much better. 
 
On the 21st we took Tess to get her one-
year portraits done. She did really well 
and they turned out sooo cute! I am still 
thrilled with them. 
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A while back Jared got to be a part of the 
interview process at work. They had a 
kid from Utah come down and Jared got 
to take him to lunch and get to know 
what kind of a guy he was. He got an 
offer and we helped get them some 
information on nursing schools for his 
wife and they ended up moving here. We 
had them over for dinner on the 22nd 
and we had a really nice visit. They 
brought their dog and Noah had a good 
time watching the dog instead of eating 
dinner.  
 
On the 24th we had our first new and 
improved playgroup. There were a 
couple more people than came for the 
first one and we had Riley over for the 
day so the place was pretty full. The 
highlight of the whole thing was when I 
had to put Noah on time out, for 
throwing toys, and he picked up the little 
plastic chair and threw it at me…kids are 
great. 
 

On the 25th our 
little baby turned 
one. I made a cake 
with all the cake 
stuff that Mom 
sent me and Jared 
took the afternoon 
off of work. We 
had a nice little 
party and she got a 
lot of really cute 
stuff. We got her a 
neat little walker 
wagon, which she 
figured out 
immediately, she 
is going to be 
walking for real 

any day now! It is kind of hard to be so 
far away from everybody for birthdays 

and things, sort of makes it all feel a bit 
phony I guess. We had a good little party 
and took some really cute pictures of our 
beautiful birthday girl. She loved her 
cake and Noah was thrilled to get to sing 
"Happy Birthday" to her. 
 
On the 27th Tess had her one-year well-
baby check up. She weighed in at a mere 
16 lbs. 13 oz. and was 30 ½ inches long. 
She got a clean bill of health and several 
immunizations. We were excited to be 
able to turn the car seat around but she 
has to be 20 pounds for that, so I guess 
we'll just try to fatten her up before she 
goes in again. Eat baby eat! 
 
On the 28th Tim and Amanda came 
bright and early to pick up the kids on 

their way into town 
and Jared and I 
headed for the 
Temple. It was 
right in the middle 
of this huge 
torrential 
downpour and I 
was really scared 
the whole drive but 
we managed to 

arrive in one piece. Texans just do not 
know how to drive when the roads get 
wet. Afterwards we stopped at home and 
changed then grabbed some dessert and 



Volume 2 Edition 4 Page 4 March 2006 
 

headed to their house for dinner. We had 
a really good time, like we always do 
there, and dinner was awesome.  
 
 

Sometime around the end of the month 
Amanda got a job at the Veterinary 
Clinic around the corner and I started 
watching Riley about 25 hours a week. 
We've been at it about a month now and 
it's been okay. It sure is a lot of work to 
have two two-year-old boys here all day 
long…I can't get over how noisy they 
are together. 
 
On the 3rd we took Noah to the doctor, 
so this was our third trip in 3 weeks, 
because he had big white blister on his 
tongue. I thought that he probably had 
strep, like Riley had just had, but that's 
not what it was. He had Hand Foot and 
Mouth Disease, which is not to be 
confused with Hoof and Mouth Disease. 
Basically it's a thing kids get from 
putting dirty things, i.e. their hands or 
feet, or other things that aren't food into 
their mouths. I love it when my kids get 

dirty people 
germs. 
Unfortunately 
there wasn't 
anything that we 
could do for 
him. Luckily it 

was pretty mild and he got over it really 
quick.  
Since my kids had cooties we cancelled 
the upcoming playgroup and Noah, Tess 
and I stayed home from church that 
week.  
 
On the 8th there was a little incident 
involving Jared, the sink and a large pan 
lid. Jared and the lid came away 
unscathed but the sink is now sporting a 
decent sized chip in the porcelain. I was 
really sad and actually cried when it 
happened. Luckily it really is just a 
surface thing so we should be able to get 
a patch kit from Lowe's or somewhere. 
Poor Jared felt really bad.  

 
On the 11th we were sitting around here 
really bored and so we decided to go and 
window-shop at the furniture store, 
which we used to do a lot in Colorado. 
We did come across a couple of things 
that we liked but it was sort of a 
disappointing trip since the store really 
wasn't much bigger than the cultural hall 
at the church… 
 
We sort of postponed Valentine's Day 
this year, though Jared did manage to 
scrape enough change out of the change 
jar on his way to work that he brought 
home a rose for me. We got the kids 
some little candy things and Noah was 
thrilled with his "chwoklates." 
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On the 15th we went 
back to our 
Greenville ward to 
get the last paper 
that we needed to 
file our taxes for the 
year. We got them 
all done with the 

help of our good buddy TaxCut2006. 
We e-filed them too and got our refund 
in 9 days!!! More on that later though… 
 
Mom and Dad came down for a little 
visit over President's Day Weekend. We 
had a really good time, even though it 
was much too short. We sure love 
having them visit and Noah has been 
talking about going to see Grandma & 
Grandpa since they left. We got to go 
out a bunch again and Jared grilled up 
some really good burgers on Sunday 
night. They rented a Dodge Charger, 
which I think that everyone but Mom 
drove while they were here. It was a 
really big car and so we tried out all 
three of the car seats in the back seat just 
for fun. They all fit, though not quite as 
well as we hoped they would, but we'll 
definitely remember that when we are 
buying a bigger car-hopefully later this 
year. 
 

We bought some new towels and stuff 
for the hall bathroom with some money 

that mysteriously appeared here and it 
looks really good. It’s just the first step 
for that bathroom, but it was our first 
home decorating purchase and I am 
really excited to start all of this. 
 
We had playgroup at our house again on 
the 21st, but we had a really good 
turnout this time. I love getting a chance 
to visit with the other moms in the ward 
and it's nice for the kids too. Noah gets 
all bummed out when it's time for 
everyone to go home, it's so cute. 
Brandon turned 21 on the 21st of 
February. We sent his gift home with 
Mom and Dad and I called his old cell 
phone and left him a birthday message… 
 

Sometime really 
quick after Mom 
and Dad left Jared 
got an email from 
Travelocity about 
some really cheap 
round trip tickets 
from Dallas to Salt 
Lake City. We made 
reservations so now 

all we have to do is count down the days 
to our vacation!  
 
On the 24th we got to do to a dinner 
party at Eirik & Kathy Leerskov's house, 
she's of one of the girls that I have gotten 
to be friends with through playgroup. It 
was soooo much fun! We made a bunch 
of cookies and bought a really cool 
game, Apples to Apples, on the way 
there. We had a lot of fun getting to 
know them and we’re going to start 
doing it on a regular basis. It was really 
late when we left but I can't wait to do it 
again. 
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We ordered a 
new toaster off 
of this website 
called 
Woot.com a 
while back 
and it came on 
the 24th. It is a 
long single 
slice toaster 

with a breadbox all built in. Jared loves 
his fancy new toaster, and it's made 
decent toast…he's wanted one of the 
single slot kind for a while and I wanted 
a breadbox so it's all good. 
 

The tax return 
also showed up on 
the 24th and the 
next day, which 
was a Saturday, 
we set out 
spending it. We 
got our tickets for 
our trip home on a 
really good sale, 
about half what 
we expected to 
pay for them, so 
we had a lot more 
left than we 
thought we would. 
We bought some 
new luggage, 
some stuff for the 
kids, ceiling fans 

for all the bedrooms and managed to 
have enough left to pay off two bills and 
put some money in savings. We've had 
so much fun shopping! We got Noah a 
little toddler sized rolling backpack for 
him to take on the trip and he has been 
pulling it around the house every chance 
he gets.  
 

We spent the 25th with Tim and 
Amanda. Tim and Riley came over early 
in the morning while Amanda was at 
work, due to the errors in 
communication and changes in a few 
plans we were totally unready for 
company when they got here. Jared and I 
both managed to get showered and 
dressed and get the house cleaned before 
Amanda got off work. Tim helped Jared 
put up all the ceiling fans and we made 
dinner later that night. 
 

We got a really cute fan for Tess' room 
that I had had my eye on for a long time. 
I was really bummed out when it was 
just too dark in there and we couldn't 
just replace the light kit on the fan. We 
had to return it and get a plain white one 
like Noah's…it was really sad but it sure 
is nice to be able to see in there again. 
We're going to paint the fans when we 
know what we are doing in the kids' 
rooms. 
 
We had playgroup on the 28th at Kathy's 
house and the kids had a really good 
time. Noah helped Kathy pull one 
broken piece of fence down while we 
were there…he's so helpful. After 
playgroup we went visiting teaching and 
then I took the kids to get some lunch on 
our way to return the cute ceiling fan. It 
all made for a rather long day. Jared and 
I had had plans to go to the Temple that 
night, but something about the whole 
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thing just didn't sit well with me and I 
just could not shake the feeling so we 
decided that we would just pick up the 
kids and go home. It worked out okay, 
we enjoyed our first quiet night at home 
in a long time. I'm still not sure what it 
was about the whole thing that was off, 
but I guess that's how it goes. I'm glad 
we went with it; maybe we'll have to try 
and go twice in March to make up for 
February. 
 
 
 
 
Noah has entered that wonderful stage of 
childhood where he feels the need to tell 
on every one around him. I put him on 
time out one day and as soon as I sat him 
down he jumped up and ran off. I caught 
up with him and smacked his butt and 
sat him back down. It was several hours 
later that he asked to call Daddy, which 
is another one of his favorite things 
lately. I dialed and handed him the 
phone. He proceeded to tell Daddy all 
about "timeout and mommy was mad 
and owwie on my bum." Little 
squealer… 
 

Noah loves to sing and dance. His whole 
life is a musical! He bursts into song all 
the time, we're driving down the road 

and all of a sudden Noah is singing at 
the top of his lungs in the backseat. 

 
I went to pick 
Noah up from 
Nursery at church 
a week or two ago 
and both his 
nursery leader and 
I were surprised to 
notice that he had 
made a break for 
it when someone 
else left. I headed 
down the hall and 

was very soon met by my friend Becca 
who was holding Noah by the hand. She 
said that he was looking up at people 
trying to find us and she just grabbed his 
hand and said, "Let's go find your mom." 
He just said, "Okay." A little unnerving 
then but funny now. At least we were at 
the church-a pretty safe place to get lost. 
 
When Mom and Dad were here this last 
time we went to Luigi's again. Noah was 
really excited and as soon as the waiter 
came to the table Noah looked right up 
at him and said, "I want 'sketti' and ice 
cream." What a cutie!!! 
 

Baby Tess is getting really good at 
'cruising' around the house holding onto 
the furniture. She has taken a couple of 
steps between things a couple of times. 
She'll be walking any day now. 
 
Her favorite word, and usually her 
favorite person as of late, is "Daddy." 
She stands by the garage door calling for 
daddy and I usually hear her chanting for 
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daddy when she wakes up from her nap. 
We're working on "Mama," but no luck 
yet. 
 
I weaned Tess the middle of January and 
then we started to work on getting her to 
drink plain whole milk. We finally 

managed to get her off of 
Nesquick, we don't have 
to heat up her milk 
anymore either. Shortly 
after we mastered cold, 
white milk we got her 
using a sippy cup. She's a 
little picky about the type 
of sippy cup that she likes 
but I suppose we'll just 
have to indulge her. 

 
Tess has also started playing peek-a-boo 
or a regular basis. Her favorite time to 
play peek-a-boo is right after she has a 
bath and she's lying on the floor wrapped 
in a towel. What a sweet little baby girl! 

 
 
So I guess that about wraps up this issue. 
We're very excited about our upcoming 
trip home and we can't wait to see 
everybody! We love you all and we'll 
see most of you soon. Till next time… 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


