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| almost forgot all about the newsletter
this month! Here we go back to the
beginning of May...

On the 4th Jared and Noah went on the
Father-Son Campout with Cameron,
Dylan and Peyton. Jared remembered to
take him camera this time so we do have
some cute pictures of Noah sweating in a
tent. It sounded like they had a really
good time. Since Noah is potty trained
this year Jared got to trek up the 300+
stairs (as seen in the photo above) every
time Noah needed to pee, ha ha. There
were some huge spiders and a raccoon
got into Cameron's Doritos, they went on
a little nature hike and the boys had a
ball playing at the playground.

While the guys were out being manly
Sam and | took Andi, Tess and Tate
shopping. We had planned on going to
the outlet stores just for fun but | still
hadn’t found anything to wear to the
wedding...so we did that instead. We
had a lot of fun shopping with the girls,
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and Baby Tate, and | found an outfit that
| was really happy with. Whew...

Sometime around here is where my
glider bit the dust. | was sooo sad. It
made this really bad noise while | was
rocking Tate in it so Jared turned it over
and the bolt assembly that held the
whole thing together came right out with
a bunch of twisted metal shavings...poor
chair. It had a pretty good run, 4 years, 3
moves and 2.5 nursing babies.

After a lot of scrambling and packing we
left for Utah around 9am on the 12th. |
was a little out of it since | had been up
until 4am gathering and packing. It was
a two-day drive to get there but it went
fairly well. | rigged up a thing to hold

our DVD player between the headrests
of the middle bench so the kids could see
it in the backseat. | had sort of hoped to
get to spend a little time in the car
sleeping but it didn't quite work out that
way. | joked that every time | closed my
eyes there was a crisis in the back seat.



Oh well, sleep is for the weak. We made
really good time and got to Mom and
Dad's house in time for dinner on
Sunday night.

PR & On Monday
. g 2 | took Mom
SEN to lunch for
| Mother's
> 1) - Day and she
E I“ . took me
SR RS shopping for
a dress for Baby Tess to wear to the
wedding. Lunch was really good and we
found a really cute dress.

On Tuesday, the 15th it would have
been, we went up to Logan for the day.
We stopped to see my friend Janna and
meet her new baby boy Landon. Noah
and Belle used to play together a lot
though | don't think that either one of
them have any memory of such a thing.
We visited for a while and then they
followed us to Federico's for lunch. Yum
yum. Noah wanted pizza with chicken
on it so we got him pepperoni and told
him it was chicken. When he announced
to the waitress that he had gotten a
chicken pizza she looked and Jared and |
a little puzzled and said "Chicken?"
"Yeabh little red slices of chicken.” She
smiled the smile of someone who has
been through this and told Noah that, "It
looks delicious! You better eat all that
yummy chicken.” It was hilarious!

After lunch we went to see Nate and
Ashley. They wanted us to see their
bigger place and we had a nice visit.
Drew is sure getting big. The kids had a
ball! Nate and Ashley joined us for
dinner at Bluebird and then we headed
back to Kaysville. We stopped at See's
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on the way back to redeem $60 worth of
gift certificates! It was awesome!

Jared took Sherry to lunch for Mother's
Day on Wednesday. They went down to
Jason's Deli and stopped by his dad's
new office in Salt Lake. After he came
back we gathered the kids up and headed
back into Salt Lake to go the

Planetarium.
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Mom and Dad wanted to take us to the
3-D dinosaur movie they have. Noah
didn't make it through the first five
minutes before Grandpa had to take him
out and Tess got bored after about
twenty more minutes. Grandma took her
out and Jared and | stuck around long
enough to get Tate fed in the darkness of
the theater. The kids may not have been
huge fans of the whole thing but Jared
and | thought it was really cool! We
stopped by the gift shop on the way out
and Grandma & Grandpa bought
everybody a toy. Then we headed to
dinner at the California Pizza Kitchen,
which was awesome!

After we were done milling around the
Gateway, Mom and Dad headed home
and Jared and | took the kids to see a girl
that he baptized on his mission. It took
us a while to find the place but it was
nice to be able to meet her.
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On the 17th
we blessed
Tate at Mom
and Dad's
house. We

= ¥ hadahuge
S turnout; |

think we counted between forty-five and
fifty people. Sam and Cameron were in
Utah for her brother's wedding, which
was also on the 19th, so they were there
too! It was really cool to be able to
introduce them to all of our family and
we had a really nice time seeing
everybody. While everyone was there
we had the lady across the street, who
took Megan's wedding photos, come and
take some group shots. We got some
really good pictures! She's awesome!

Friday came and | did our laundry and
started gathering our stuff up so that we
wouldn't have to worry about it after the
wedding. Grandma Ida came down and
we went to Crown Burger for lunch. It
was nice to get to see her again and we
had fun trying to get the kids to eat.

Caleb and
Ashli's
wedding
was on the
19th. They
had the
breakfast at
the Joseph
Smith
Memorial

' Building, it
h was really

really

yummy and after | fed Tate we handed
him over to Bree and headed for the
Temple. The ceremony was really nice
and we couldn't be happier for them. It's
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good that Caleb found some one who is
willing to put up with him...;) We love
Ashli and wish them the best.

The reception was later that night, duh,
and it was really nice too. Jared was
feeling a little under the weather but
managed to make it through the whole
thing, | sent the kids home with
Grandma and Grandpa and Tate and |
soon followed. We had a good time and
it was nice to get to see some of Jared's
family that we hadn't seen since our
wedding.

Sunday morning, the 20th, we loaded up
our little van and headed home. The
drive home was much much longer than
the drive to Utah. We stopped to see
Anthony and Wendy in Colorado and
still made it to our hotel by nine. The
next day we left by nine again but didn't
get home until almost two in the
morning! It was so nice to be out of the
car...

The next morning Sam and Cameron
dropped their kids off so they could take
Sam to the doctor to have her "bug"
looked at. She's due the first part of
December but will probably be induced
right after Thanksgiving! | am so
excited-for both of us!

On the

24th

Tate had

his 4-

month

well

baby
i check

up. He is getting so big! He weighed in

at 13 ¥4 Ibs. and was 26.6 inches long.

The poor kid got four shots! If |
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remember right Sam came with me and
took Peyton in for his 1-year check up.
We left the kids with Danna, our
awesome babysitter's awesome mom,
and went to lunch at Friday's after we
were at the doctor. We took Danna a gift
card, which she totally deserved after
dealing with those four kids for hours.

We had a little Memorial Day BBQ with
the Carters. It was a little rainy but we
dressed the kids up in their swimming
suits and sent them into the back yard to
play in the sprinkler. They had a ball!

We bought a sprinkler a while ago that is
a volcano that erupts every few seconds.
It was so funny to listen to Andi shriek
every time it went off. We had some
really good steaks, some corn on the cob
and some other stuff | can't remember. |
got whatever little bug Noah and Jared
had had and spent the evening throwing
up. Sam and Cameron helped Jared get
things cleaned up and the kids started on
their bedtime routines.

On the 29th we had a little meeting to
discuss Joy School graduation. | was
supposed to teach that week but we
decided to bag the last week of class
since we were all tired and the kids had
started to seem like they had had
enough. The meeting didn't go like |
thought that it would and | don't think
that we decided anything about
graduation before people finally left. It
got a little ugly ...

Jared volunteered me to make Potato
Salad for twenty-five people for pack
meeting on the 31st. So | did. The
meeting was nice, dinner was good and
the kids had a ball in the sprinklers at the
park.
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On to June!

Drew turned one on the 1st and Nate and
Ashley celebrated their second
anniversary on the 2nd. Congrats to all
of you!

Joy School graduation was on the 3rd. |
made little hats out of poster board and
about nine million Oreo truffles. The
whole thing was pretty painless and
Noah was adorable. We also made a
really neat family flag. Noah still has a
whole year of Joy School but oh well...
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Jared and Noah went to a baseball game
on the 5th. Noah loved it and he's been
talking about it ever since. The scouts
got discount tickets so Jared and
Cameron gathered up Noah and Dylan
and took them to the ball game. Now
every time we see anything that has the
Rangers logo on it Noah screams, "We
went to that game!" We let Noah open
one of his presents early since his little
batman baseball cap was way too small
and Jared and | had gotten him a new
superman hat.

The next day was officially Noah's
birthday. We decided to hold off on
letting him open presents since we had
playgroup that day and | was in no mood
to play referee for an hour and a half.

Jared
worked a
short day so
after he got
home we let
Noah open
his presents.
He got a lot
of neat
things.
Caleb and
Ashli were
kind enough
to send
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Noah a Nerf gun, the Crookstons sent a
Matchbox Cars Dragon Castle (that
sounds like it was voiced by Antonio
Banderas) and Mom and Dad got Noah a
neat magnetic gear thing that he and
Jared have had a lot of fun with, and |
could go on. Noah got showered with
gifts and he's had a lot of fun with all of
them. His party wasn't until Saturday so
we didn't have cake on the official day;
which made it so that Noah could tell me
that he wasn't four until he had had his
cake whenever | tried to put him in
timeout for four minutes.

Like | said
we had
Noah's
party on
the 9th.
We had
Sam and
Cameron
and their kids come and invited the
Davis' around the corner too. We got out
the volcano sprinkler again and bought
some sidewalk chalk, a bubble machine
and some really cheap water guns. The
kids played in the water for a while and
then we grilled up some burgers and had
dinner. After dinner we opened presents.
Noah got Transformers from both the
Carters and the Davis'! | have since
learned that it doesn't matter if | want to
know how to change the Transformers,
as the mom it's my job to know how they
work; | must say that | am getting pretty
good. We peeled the boys away from the
- Transformers
long enough to
have cake and
ice cream. |
made Noah a
Lightning
McQueen cake
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and it
turned out
awesome!
Noah blew
out the
candles as
soon as we
lit them so
we did it again and made him wait for a
picture. He had a really good party and it
was nice to hang out with everyone.

Jared and Cameron started playing
softball with the ward on the 13th. They
gathered up a team and signed up with
one of the city leagues here. Apparently
they aren't the greatest team in the
league since they have lost all of their
games to the mercy rule, when one team
gets to be up by twenty the game is over.
It sounds like they've had fun
anyways...of course they have only been
able to play a couple of their scheduled
games because the rain has been so bad
here.

June was
one of
the
wettest
months
in Texas
history!
This
time last
year they
were
closing
the lakes
because
the water levels were too low and now
they are closing the lakes because they
are too high! It's really unreal. Jared said
that when he got to work a couple of
days ago that there was at least 6 inches
Volume 4 Edition 2
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of water standing in the parking lot.
There has been widespread flooding and
a lot of people are struggling with the
water. We're very grateful to be where
we are, up just high enough that our
house won't flood unless there's a couple
hundred feet of water out there...in
which case we would really have bigger
problems.

Josh got his mission call on the 13th of
June! He'll be serving in the Naga,
Philippines Mission and he'll report to
the MTC on August 8th. Congrats Josh!

On the 15th | started dragging the kids to
story time at the local library. They do it
every Friday and have a story and then a
little project for the kids; For example,
they readlhe Rainbow Fisland then

colored fish pictures

and glued some foil

circles on them to

look like shiny

scales. The kids

were thrilled with

their fish pictures

and couldn't wait to
show Jared when he got home. Noah sat
and made that ugly face kids make at
everyone the first time we went but he
got over it after | threatened to take him
home.
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For Father's Day this year the kids and |
made Jared some delicious breakfast in
bed. | dug around on the Internet before
| went to bed trying to find something
good and fast that | had all the
ingredients for. This is what | found:
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They were awesome!!! | can't wait to
make them again. Jared got computer
parts this year, whoopee! The kids both
made him a tie at church the week before
Father's Day, Noah's out of cloth and
covered with stickers and Tess' was
poster board and colored on with
crayons. We thought that they were both
in the bag but when he went to put them
on we couldn't find Tess' anywhere.
Jared felt awful but Tess didn't seem to
notice, we're still waiting for it to turn
up... Anyways, the Primary has a
Father's Day Tie Parade in the Primary
room every year to show off the ties the
kids make. Noah was excited to see
Daddy there wearing his tie (lucky for us
Tess is still in Nursery)!

Noah also had a part in Sharing Time on
Father's Day. It was the Sunbeams turn
to do it and it was adorable. He had a
speaking part that we rehearsed with him
a lot, "The Holy Ghost to guide and
comfort us." He and Tess both knew it
by heart! It was so cute. He got up there
a spoke up loud and clear and just
beamed. We were so proud of him.

Jared also got a new calling on Father's
Day. He had substituted as the Nursery
Singing Time Leader several times but

they made it official. I've heard that it is

the best calling in the church...fifteen
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minutes of singing songs with nursery
kids each Sunday. He's still the Assistant
Webelos Leader but this really won't be
too much work, and Tess really enjoys
having her Daddy come visit her in
nursery.

After | did Noah's cake | decided that |
would send an email to the Relief
Society President and have her email it
out to everyone for me, saying that if
someone wanted to pay me to make
them a cake | would do it. | had two
people ask for cakes in the first couple of
days! | did one for the 16th of June for a
friend in the ward and another lady
asked me for 3 cakes for the 4th of July!
It's been-fura lot of work but the money
IS nice...

Brandon and Ashley celebrated their 2nd
anniversary on the 18th while Nate's
wife Ashley celebrated her birthday!
Happy everything to all of you!

On the 21st | watched Sam's kids while
she went to the doctor again. We should
find out what she's having next month,
though Andi is sure it's going to be a
girl. I guess that she was right about
Peyton and Noah told me that Tate was
going to be a boy before we found out
for sure, so maybe they know something
that we don't know, either way it'll be
exciting!

On the 22nd | dumped my kids at Sam's
house and went to get some blood
drawn. After the recent cardiac drama in
my Dad's family Mom made me promise
to get my blood work done. | am happy
to report that everything looked fine!

Later that night we were heading out to
go grocery shopping. We had to drop
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something off at the Carters house on
our way out and as | was getting out of
the car Jared said, "See if they want the
kids too." He may have been kidding but
we ended up leaving the kids there while
we went and then watching their kids the
next day so that they could go shopping
in peace too. We have since decided that
we are going to make that an ongoing
thing, so we each get to have a "date"
twice a month!

When we went to the library the first

time | signed the kids up for their
Summer Reading program and they gave
them each a bag of junk. In the junk
were some coupons for burgers at
McDonalds so on the 25th | took the

kids to lunch. They each wanted a happy
meal so | ate free burgers and then they
played for a while, until Noah

announced that he needed to go potty
and then proceeded to drop his pants
right there! | drug them all to the
bathroom and then we went home, since
there was no way | was going back in
there after that.

Later that night we decided to go the
sprinkler park for family night and called
Sam and Cameron and they came too.
The kids had fun even though it was a
little breezy. We all got a good laugh
when Dylan said that he needed to go

July 2007



potty and, you guessed it, dropped his
trunks. Sam and | about died laughing
while Cameron drug him to the
bathroom. After the kids were done we
came back here and had some hot
chocolate to warm them up a bit. It was a
lot of fun.

My birthday was on a Wednesday this
year, and we have playgroup on
Wednesdays. Sam made a bunch of
cupcakes to
bring and
she got me a
really cute
popcorn
bowl that
says Movie
Night at the Crookstons and filled it with
movie treats and a copy of Sleepless in
Seattle, which Jared had never seen.
Bekah gathered up all playgroup kids
and led them in a chorus of Happy
Birthday too, right after Noah did a little
solo complete
with dance
number. It
was pretty
cute. Mom
and Dad got
me a new
glider, which
Tate and |
have greatly
appreciated,
and Jared
took me to
dinner at the Olive Garden. Thanks to
everybody for all the cards and love you
sent! | had a really nice day. Mom and
Dad celebrated their anniversary by
going to the Shakespearean Festival in
Cedar City this year. It sounded like they
had a good time and we're glad that they
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got to have a little vacation, they totally
deserve it! Congrats you guys!

There was a primary activity on the 30th.
Jared got up and took both of the kids
and Tate and | hung out at home. If |
remember right they did some kind of a
scripture hunt thing. Noah came home
telling me about how they had looked
for clues. They had popsicles too. The
kids had fun and I'm sure that |
appreciated the break.

EAGIE NOdh NGV

Noah had been pretty entertaining lately.
He's been learning some random, and
mostly useless, Spanish words from the
cartoons that they watch in the
mornings. The other day he told me,
"Vamanos Mom! Get me some juice!"
Yeah, ha ha ha.

Like | promised here is Noah's name
written on paper...isn't that cute! He
does it mirror image backwards
sometimes and it freaks me out a little
bit but | love watching him write his
name! He can write Tess too!
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' 0 slobbery but we have yet to see any
Tes ”:::::l\l ) r|r I ff I C | teeth. He found his toes shortly after we
i ’ ’ came home from vacation and he has
since mastered the art of taking his right
Tess finally cut her cuspids! | noticed sock off, but usually only the one on the
three of them on the 22nd when | went right...
to pick her up at Sam's house and she cut

the last one just a couple of days later!
Way to go girlie!

We fell off of the potty training band
wagon while we were on vacation and it
has taken us a while to get back on but
we are back on it and she's been doing
great!

He has started making a really cute
gurgle type noise that we're calling the
"Baby Wookie Noise," which has led to
some interesting nicknames for Tate,
Like Wookie, Fuzzball, or Chewie for
example.

Tess has also attached herself to a stack
of Disney Princess books that | got for
free from some stupid mail order club.
She sleeps with all five of them and
almost always refuses to share them.
Sometimes it's cute and sometimes it's

annoying. Tate had a run in with solid foods for

about a week but was really resistant and
® after a little research we decided that he
m 0 ! had all the signs of being not ready for
a ﬂ @ ﬂzﬂ T C&,@ solids. We've shelved the cereal for now
u @ and he's been much happier.
Baby Tate is growing so fast! He is five
months old already. The past couple of
weeks he has started to play with toys.
He loves anything that makes noise that

he can chew on. He's also been really
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Whats Noah Lookin® 4.,

As we promised last issue here's double
the pictures from Noah's camera, see if
you can tell what Noah is looking at. (By
the way, he picked these ones out for

you!)

The mobile in the car that hangs above
Tate.

Noah loves his banana bread!

We had to turn around while passing

through a small town in New Mexico so

that Noah could take pictures of this
Here's a close up of Dylan. dinosaur.

Well that wraps up this thing! It was
great to see most of you while we were
home. We love you lots! Till next
time...

Tate's crib quilt on the wall.

Holy Cow! How did Noah take this one?
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