
Can you believe how bad I suck at this? Here we 
are NINE months later and I am FINALLY forcing 
myself to find time to do this...for no other reason 
than I want to have more than one newsletter 
done this year, and this year is rapidly drawing to a 
close. (So much for that goal huh?) ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 
really been up to much in the last nine months so 
this should be pretty short. 
 
HA! NOT! So lets backtrack alllll the way to the 
ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ !ǇǊƛƭΧ 
 
hƴ ǘƘŜ оǊŘ ǿŜ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŀǘ WƻǊŘŀƴΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀǘ ŀ 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŀǊƪΦ aȅ ƘƛǇ ǿŀǎ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅ ƭƻƴƎ 
but the kids had a good time and we had a nice visit 
with the Carters and Buckleys. 
 

 
The kids looked cute on Easter Sunday. We opted out of 
dying eggs before Sunday morning and did them after 
church, the Easter bunny hid plastic eggs insteadτ
ǿƘƛŎƘ L ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŘȅŜ ƳŀǊƪǎ 
on the carpet. 
 
The middle part of the month brought the end of 
volunteering at the school. I was too tired and 
miserable to spend any time at all on my feet. 

The weather got nice and brought out the mean 
neighbor lady in me right around then too. Every time 
we opened the garage door all the preteen kids in the 
cul de sac would come running and ask Noah and Tess if 
they could play on their awesome razor scooters. I 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ !b¸ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƪƛŘǎΣ ƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ 
came from and I doubt that they even knew my kids 
names. But of course the kids would say yes and then 
the big kids would take off on the scooters and beat the 
crap out of them racing up and down the street. When 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƛǇǇŜŘ bƻŀƘΩǎ ǎŎƻƻǘŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 
time that I saw I waddled out there in all my cranky 
pregnantness and told them that these toys were for 
my little kids, that they would be sad if they ruined 
them and that they needed to find someone their own 
ŀƎŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘΦ IŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƛƴŎŜΦ 
 
On the 10th, on his way home from somewhere, Jared 
stopped and picked up the stroller that Mom and Dad 

got for us 
and baby 
Jack.  I 
LOVE it! 
²ŜΩǾŜ 
already 
used it A 
LOT and 
we even 
packed it 
all the way 
to Utah in 
the van 
with us so 
we could 
use it 
while we 
were 
there. 

Here it is with the baby car seat hooked into it... so 
cool! IΩve always wanted one that would do that. 
 

TThheessee  AArr ee  TThhee  DDaayyss...... 
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On the 13th Tess had her 
ǊŜŎƛǘŀƭ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 
remember all the details... 
but the pictures turned 
out cute. 
 
Noah had his 1st grade 
field trip on the 16th and I 
opted out and sent Jared. 
They went to the museum 
of natural history in Dallas 
and had a good time 
together. It sounded like a 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ŏƻƻƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
hoping to take the kids 
next summer. 

 
After the field trip Jared took Noah and Tate on the 
ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǎƻƴ ŎŀƳǇƻǳǘΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
time... but it was a really long time ago and the 
details escape me. I know Tate was difficult to keep 
track of and I seem to remember something about 
the boys refusing to help set up the tent...but like I 
said, it was a long time ago. 
 
Somewhere in the middle of the month we made 
plans and got things all squared away for Sherry to 
be here from the 12-16th of May. Then made plans 
to tell the doctor when we were having this baby. 
 
The end of March Sam got a hold of me and we 
ƳŀŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άDƛǊƭǎ 5ŀȅ hǳǘέ ƻŦ 
sorts. We made plans to go outlet shopping and 
out to dinner and stuff like that; the date decided 
upon was the 17th of April. The 17th came, the boys 
came home from the campout and Heather came 
ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ƳŜ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ {ŀƳ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ 
ready yet so we headŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ {ŀƳΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ !ǎ 
we pulled up the street I started to notice cars that 
I recognized. Lots of them. My awesome sneaky 
friends threw me a surprise baby shower! It was so 
much fun and we got so many neat things for our 
little booger. Of course Jared knew but Sam even 
got my Mom and siblings and grandparents in on 

it! It was so cool! We had a great time and us girls 
went out to dinner afterwards. 
 
I had a ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ appointment on the 19th, which I 
think was the one that they did an ultrasound at 
and told us that he was already about 7 pounds. 
Seriously he was my most miserable pregnancy and 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ άǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴ Ŧŀǘ 
ƪƛŘΦέ !ƴȅǿŀȅǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
set the induction date for the 13th, though he said 
seemed doubtful that I would make it that long. 
 
We earned our official Texan cards right around 
then by taking our kids to get pictures in the blue 
bonnets. 

 
 
The car died on the 20th while Jared was heading 
home from scouts. Being that I was seven hundred 
years pregnant at the time I made him take the 
ƴŜȄǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ŦƛȄŜŘΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
sure what it was but it was a cheap fix and we 
found an awesome mechanic. 
 
I had an appointment sometime the end of April, I 
think it was, and my doctor let me know that his 
wife was in Utah and was going into labor at only 
26 weeks. She had been hospitalized and they had 
managed to stop her labor but there was a chance 
that he would not be around when we delivered. 
We assured him we would be okay with whatever 



Volume 7 Edition 1  Page 3 January 2011  

happened and we hoped that everything worked 
out for his little family. 
 
He figured there was no way I was going to make it 
all the way to my May 13th induction date anyways 
ǎƻ ǿŜΩŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōŜ ƻƪŀȅ... My friend Erin was due 
the same day as I was with a little girl they named 
WǳƭƛŜǘǘŜΦ {ƻ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ά.ŀōȅ Wέ ǊŀŎŜΦΦΦL ŀƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
announce that we won. By an entire day. :) 
 
Sometime near the beginning of the month Jared 
decided to test out the bumper of the van against a 
Chevy in the parking lot at Tball. Luckily he just 
BARELY scraped their paint, not like the bumper on 
our car which is sporting a nice dent now. The kid 
ǿŀǎ ƛƴ bƻŀƘΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ 
ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜǊΦ DǊŜŀǘΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ōŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
our stupid deductible is $1000 we just paid cash to 
fix his car and left the stupid van as is for now. As 
much as it sucks to drive around the stupid dented 
ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƻǎƳŜǘƛŎ ƛƴƧǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊƛŎey to 
fix...and so it stays. 
 
On the evening of the 4th I started contracting a 
lot. Lying down ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 
close enough or regular enough for me to want to 
call the doctor just yet. So I went to bed and tried 
to get some sleep and somewhere around 2am 
they stopped. And then there was nothing. No 
fidgeting, no kicking, no hiccups. Not a good sign. 
We called the doctor and they had us head into the 
ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦ aȅ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƘƻƳŜ 
and he ran over to watch the kids for us. They got 
me all hooked up to monitors and everything 
ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘΦ LΩƭƭ ŀŘƳƛǘ L ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōǳƳƳŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ 
ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜƴǘ ǳǎ ƘƻƳŜΤ LΩŘ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ Ƴȅ ƘƻǇŜǎ ǳǇ ŀ ōƛǘΦ 
 
I took it easy for a few days and then Tess had her 
ballet recital on the 8th. I was so relieved to make it 
that far. A couple of friends there told me they had 
been making all kinds of plans about how they 
would help if I went into labor before or even 
during the recital. :) Tess was adorable and danced 
really well.  

aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ was on the 9th and I remember them 
handing out candy bars at church, and the kid ran 
out of them right before he got to Sam and I and 
had to run and get more. Sam leaned over and 
ǎŀƛŘΣ ά{ƻ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ƻƴƭȅ ƎŜǘ ƻƴŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
aƻƳ ǘƘŜƴΚέ We were cracking up so bad... 
 
I got a calƭ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ 5ǊΦΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ ǘǿƻ 
days before my scheduled induction, letting me 
ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ 5ǊΦ bŜƭǎƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ 
induced on Thursday. (His wife delivered their baby 
girl that day at 28 weeks gestation. Thankfully 
Mom and baby were okay and the baby is totally 
fine.) If I still wanted to go ahead we could and Dr. 
Shisler, who was covering his patients, would look 
over my charts and call me if she had any 
questions. So Jack and I were on our fourth doctor.  
 
Sherry arrived, as planned, on the 12th and at that 
point we were glad that things were going 
according to plan. For a minute. 
 
The next morning Jared and I headed to the 
hospital. Finally! YAY! They started me on pitocin at 
9am with the promise that Dr. Shisler would be 
there in the next hour or two to break my water 
and we sort of planned on having a baby before 
noon. So we waited. And we waited and we 
waited. And the nice little nurse kept trying to get 
my water to break so we could move things along, 
even though my doctor (who I sǘƛƭƭ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƳŜǘ ƻǊ 
ever talked to at that point) had yet to make an 
appearance. We heard, around 11:30am I think, 
that she had been called into surgery at the 
hospital across the lake and would be here as soon 
as she could. Great. So I sat, miserable and 
contracting and wanting more than anything else in 
the whole world to not be pregnant anymore until 
she FINALLY showed up at 4:30. I had been on 
pitocin, with no epidural, for seven and a half 
hours. She broke my water and neither she nor the 
nurse believed me about how fast it would go. 
Once again almost nothing was ready, the doctor 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ ƎƻǿƴΦΦΦŀƴŘ ŀǘ 
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5:29pm, after my longest and most miserable labor 
(and pregnancy for that matter) Jack was finally 
born!  

He weighed 
in at 7 
pounds 11 
ounces 
(same as 
Noah) and 
was 20 
inches long.  
 
 

He looked SO much like Tate did... and he had hair! 

 
 
He was so tiny... 

 

Since it was so late when we finally had a baby they 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǳǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǊƻƻƳ ǳƴǘƛƭ 
after visiting hours were over, so the kids had to 
wait until the next day to come and see him. Daddy 
and Grandma took Tess to ballet, I missed her 
award ceremony :(, and then they signed Noah out 
of school and brought the kids to meet their new 
brother. They were so cute! 

 
 
We went home later that night and I have never 
been so glad to see my own bed. Jack slept great 
that first night but it went downhill pretty fast from 
there. He hated the swing when he was brand 
new... 
 
Grandma got to stay with us until the 16th so she 
got some good baby cuddling time in and we really 
appreciated her coming to help us out with the 
other kids. 
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And honestly the rest of the month is sort of a blur. 
Noah continued with Tball. I think he only missed 
one game as a result of baby having.  
 
Caleb and Ashli celebrated their Anniversary, both 
Josh and Maren had birthdays in their 
somewhere...blurry, blurry, blurry. 

 
²Ŝ Ǝƻǘ WŀŎƪΩǎ ƴŜǿōƻǊƴ 
ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ bƻŀƘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ 
pictures done on the 31st. 
5ƻŜǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ bƻŀƘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ 
pictures done early this year 
make up for not getting them 
taken at all last year? No? 
.ǳƳƳŜǊΦ WŀŎƪΩǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǳǘ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ 
hard to get a good shot of a 
baby that small when they 
are awake. Oh well. 
 
5ǊŜǿΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ мst 
of June and Nate and Ashley 
celebrated their Anniversary 
the day after. 

 
On the 3rd we suffered through the longest school 
ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ bƻŀƘΩǎ 
awards assembly lasted TWO hours. Which is a LOT 
when you are on a folding chair two weeks 
postpartum, in a gym with terrible air conditioning 
in June in Texas. With a three week old baby. Yeah. 
bƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴƴŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ŘƻƴŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
was the wrap-up for the year and Noah finished up 
first grade. He got a handful of awards...reading 
aƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƳŀǘƘΦ IŜΩǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ smarty. 
 
Our ward started doing a dinner party thing every 
quarter. You sign up and they group together four 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎ όƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǎŀȅǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ Ŝŀǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƪƛŘǎύΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƴŜ 
was scheduled for the 4th of June and I saw the 
ǎƘŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǿŜΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 
round, on account of the teeny baby and the fact 

that my parents were coming in that night. Jared 
thought otherwise and signed us up in Elders 
Quorum. Why they pass stuff like that out to the 
guys is beyond me... we had a really good time. It 
ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ άƻǳǘέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ŀƴŘ 
the food was amazing and the company 
entertaining. 
 
Mom and Dad got in at a fairly reasonable hour if I 
remember right and we were so excited to FINALLY 
get to introduce them to baby Jack. He was so 
teeny back then... They stayed until the 11th and 
ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘǳŦŦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΦ ! ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 
staying home and trying to get Jack to sleep... 
 

bƻŀƘΩǎ birthday was on the 6th, he was really 
excited that Grandma and Grandpa were there for 
itτsure helped make his birthday special, in fact he 
was sure that was the reason they came. :) Noah 
picked lemon cake and mint chocolate chip ice 
cream. The cupcakes were really good and we 
bought a few other flavors of ice cream for the rest 
ƻŦ ǳǎΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƘŜΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎŜǾŜƴΦΦΦ 
 
We signed Noah up for a baseball camp at the high 
school up the street for the three days after his 
birthday. Unfortunately the boy takes after his 
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ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǘƘƭŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƴot sure he really liked 
ƛǘΦ IŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ ōǳǘ ƘŜΩǎ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǎǘŜǎǘ 
and toughest kid there...it was a bit disappointing 
for him. Way to go Mom and Dad, good idea! 
 
Jared got a couple of free tickets to the Rangers 
since he organized the scout trip and so he took 
bƻŀƘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ bƻŀƘΩǎ ōǳŘŘȅ WƻŜȅ ŀƴŘ WƻŜȅΩǎ ŘŀŘ 
to come with them. They had a good time and I 
was glad that we got to do a little more to make 
bƻŀƘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǿŜŜƪ ŦŜŜƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΦ LǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
be plugged in to all the kids with a new baby 
around... 

 
 
We were really bummed when Grandma and 
Grandpa went home, like always. Poor Noah takes 
it really hard when people come and then go 
home... we anxiously looked forward to seeing 
them in August. 
 
Tball closing ceremonies were pretty soon after 
Mom and Dad went home. It was REALLY REALLY 
Ƙƻǘ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀǘŜ Ǝƻǘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ 
trouble when I had to chase him while carrying Jack 
in the sling so we spent the last part sitting in the 
car, with the AC on. Jared was an assistant coach 
this year, which was a lot of fun for him, so he got 
to be in all the pictures. 
 
bŀǘŜΩǎ !ǎƘƭŜȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ муth 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нлth. 

I got a ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴΩ ŘŜŀƭ ƻƴ ŀ ½ǳƴŜI5 ŦƻǊ WŀǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
was SO excited to surprise him with it...but I forgot 
that the place I bought it from was registered to his 
email address. So guess who got the confirmation 
ŜƳŀƛƭΚ ¸ŜŀƘΦ {ǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ƘƻƴŜȅΦ IŀǇǇȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΗ 
Since it ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƛƳŜ L ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ 
a case for it so the kids could give him that and he 
promised to act surprised. 
 

Jared and the 
older kids 
went to 
Twilight Camp 
in the evenings 
on the 21-26th.  
Tate got to go 
with Noah and 
Tess to be a 
άBusy Beaverέ 
this year and 
he LOVED it!  It 
was nice to 
have some 
quiet time at 
home with 

Jack and they had a really good time while they 
were there...I went the last day for Family Day but 
ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƘƻǘΦ !ƴŘ L 
was sweaty. And we had a very small nursing baby 
in the hot and sweatiness.  
 
By the time my birthday came around Jared had 
been glued to his fancy new toy almost 24/7. I had 
to take it away from him at the dinner table one 
night... it was awesome and I loved it too. So I got 
one with my birthday money :) I was able to sell my 
old Zune for $50 I think... Jared made me a 
chocolate cake and I sort of commandeered the 
decorating this year. It was super yummy! I told 
him that I wanted my house detailed for my 
birthday. Floors mopped, baseboards and door 
scrubbed... while I was getting my hair cut he took 
the kids to the store and bought a few cleaning 
supplies and some ear plugs and a sleeping mask 
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for me. Cute :) They got a lot done before we 
picked up the sitter that night and went to dinner. 
Best birthday present ever. 
 
Happy Anniversary to Mom and Dad too! 
 

¢ƘŜ 9ƭŘŜǊΩǎ 
Quorum had a 
social on the 
2nd of July. If I 
remember right 
that was the 
one where it 
was so windy 
we all cowered 

inside. I made an awesome dessert with philo 
shells and cheesecake filling...it was a huge hit! 
 
Tess got to go to her friend MollȅΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǇŀǊǘȅ 
on the 3rd. It was a cowgirl themed affair, super 
cute. She had a really good time! 
 
We took the kids to see Toy Story 3 on the 5th of 
July this year. It was really cute and Jack slept 
through the whole thing. Thank heaven. 
 
After he slept so well through Toy Story I decided 
to try and go see Eclipse with a few girl friends. I 
took Jack and got to the theater early so I could 
feed him before I went in. I had to take him out 
twice during the previews and when he pitched 
another fit about fifteen minutes into the movie I 
gave up and left. I may have cried on the way 
home. Little booger. 
 

Sometime in July, in 
preparation for our 
road trip to Utah in 
August, I got some 
prescription 

ǎǳƴƎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǿŜŀǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ ƛƴ 
a really, really long time and when we drove home 
in November the afternoon sun just about killed 
me each day. They are awesome and I love them! 

I took Jack and Noah 
into the doctor on the 
14th of July; Jack for his 
two month well child 
check up and Noah for 
his seven year check. I 
ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōelieve that 
he is seven. Jack 
weighed in at 11 
pounds 14 ounces 
(half a pound heavier 
than Noah was at that 

age) and was 23 ¾ inches long. Noah was 53 
pounds and 51 inches tall. Dang kid. 
 
We also took care of dental visits, well...some of 
them...and got the older two vision screenings 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ bƻŀƘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ 
now, but he will pretty soon. The pair he wore last 
year were a result of the scratch he got on his eye 
last summer. 
 
After my failed attempt to go and see the movie 
with Jack Jared took me for my belated birthday 
with some movie tickets Sam gave me. The little 
turd slept through the whole thing and Jared got to 
see Eclipse with me. 
 
We got a new toy (or two) on the 21st, in 
anticipation of our upcoming trip. We bought the 
lappy so Jared could do the etrader that he does at 
L3 both of the weeks we were going to be in Utah. 
It worked out nicely and we have been really glad 
to have it. We also found a really good deal on a 
slew of DVD players for the kids for the car so we 
ended up with the same set up as last November, 
each kid having their own screen. It is so much 
easier to drive that way. 
 
Our ward had a little shindig at the church for 
Pioneer Day on the 24th. It started really early and 
since ǿŜ ǎǳŎƪ ŀǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŜŀǊƭȅ WŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
make it. Jared had to lead the cub scouts in the flag 
ceremony so he took the other kids. They had 



Volume 7 Edition 1  Page 8 January 2011  

pancakes, 
played a few 
games, got their 
faces painted 
and then 
headed home 
after Tate threw 
up. Nice.  
 
On the 27th Jared took Noah and Tess to the 
Rangers game with the scouts. We both agree that 
ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƘƻƳŜΦ 
Baseball is boring. Tess was really excited to get her 
very own pink foam finger :) 

 
 
That evening, while Jared was gone, a little meeting 
about Super Saturday happened at my house. I had 
Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ Ŧƻƻǘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
going to be able to do it this year. It took them a 
while to realize I was serious. Anyways, the gal who 
was in charge wanted to come and talk about ideas 
and before she left she had roped me into teaching 
one class. 
 
The mid to end part of July was when we started 
our new system of paying the children to behave. :) 
I ordered a whole bunch of plastic coins from 
Oriental Trading and the kids are given PLENTY of 
opportunities to earn them for things...like clean 
rooms and helping Mom...and each payday we let 
ǘƘŜƳ ŎŀǎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǿƻǊǘƘ нр ŎŜƴǘǎ ŜŀŎƘΦ Lǘ 

still seems to be working...mostly. The kids enjoy 
ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ [h¢ ƻŦ ǎƛƭƭȅ ōŀƴŘǎ ŀǘ 
our house now. 
 

Tess and I went and 
got our hair done 
on the 28th. I had 
planned on just 
getting hers 
trimmed but she 
wanted it to be 
shorter (her friend 
Molly had just cut 
hers short) and so 
we went for it. It 
turned out pretty 
cute and it was a 
fun mother 

daughter activity for the two of us. 
 
Bright and early, read that 10am, on the morning 
of the 31st we left the house and headed for Utah. 
[ŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊƳŜƴǘ ōŀƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ WŀǊŜŘΩǎ 
suit and almost all of the other shirts he planned on 
wearing on the trip in our room. Bravo. Luckily we 
have somŜ ǎǳǇŜǊ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƘƻΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ 
keys. They overnighted the whole thing to us... we 
did the same thing when we moved from Colorado 
and blessed Tess in Utah on the way to Texas. We 
ƭŜŦǘ WŀǊŜŘΩǎ ǎǳƛǘ !b5 ǘƘŜ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŘǊŜǎǎ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
the closet in the apartment that we moved out of 
ŀƴŘ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ Ƴŀƛƭ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ 
dorks. 

 
We spent 
the 1st of 
August in 
Colorado. 
We went 
to the 
Butterfly 
Pavilion, 
that we 
never 


