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Back in November the older monsters were both in
the Primary Program at church. They did well and
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to see them up there with all the other kids.

Jared started flexingme like crazy so that we
could go out of town over Thanksgiving, since he
was out of vacation days after we all got the swine
flu in September. He worked almost two entire
weeks worth of 12 hour days, it was rough on
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The middle part of the month we snapped a couple
of picturesof the kids looking at a bun in the oven
and sent them out to family to announce some
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looking forward to welcoming another meter to
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ylew dilighs mavi§ Néw Modn eEmidhight. | have

LIN3inte decided that | am WAY too old to do the

midnight movie thingVal and | were joking on the
way homethat we both thought weliked it, but we
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with the first one.

After | drug my feet about packing until about 1am
the night before we left for Utah on the 2% We
opted to drive up from Albuguerque this time
around, rather than drive across Wyoming in the
middle of winter, it divided the trip up really nicely
and the placevherewe stayed was nice.

Some
awesome
friends of
ours let us
borrow
their DVD
players so
we were
able to keep
the kids
sufficiently entertained in the car for two days. It
was a pretty awesome setp.

The weather was good for us until we got to Price
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the canyon before we made it to Provo. It was
awfuld WIF NBR O2dzZ RyQi ass
slowly trudging along listening fqr the rumble strips
v whettieFor g’otyv@ Wgﬂegiill inlo® lane. It

took almost two hours just to get through the

tras N*”?:anyon but we finally made it and stopped in Provo

to geta treat to celebrate that we were all still
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We had a really good time while we were there.
We kept the trip really low key and just hung out
with family this time around. We got to playith
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waited for us to be there to have Lincoln blessed
and we were really glad to be able to be there.

We mooched some really cute

| family pictures during the
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deze8ded
to stretch
our trip out
a day so
that we
could go
yes the
lightSoa | y
Temple
Square, it
was so cool
and we
were really
~ glad that we
could take
the kids to
see them.
Unfortunately,Mom and Dad got really sick,
probably swine flu, while we were there and they
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While we were there Brandon, Megan and | all
chipped in to get my Dad an early birthday present.
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seethe look on his face when we gave him a red
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n the way back to Texas we stopped at tH‘e Hole
in the Rock place in Southern Utah, it was pretty
cool and the kids enjoyed getting out of the car.
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We made it back on the®lof December and were L gl a FSStAy3a a2 yI dzaS2 dz
immediately thrust into Christmas preparations, waitress was really worried about me, it was pretty
parties and decorating. funny. The kids had a good time at the party and
came home with some new obnoxious toys. Noah
YIFEylF3SR G2 oblesbthah a weSkiaie? R
but with the influx of toys we were expecting for
Christmas and then her birthday we let it fade from
her memory rather than rush out to replace it.

The ward party was the next night. The food was
good, the kids got to see Sardad all that but it

was WAY too long. Like three whole hours
f2y3axXtdzO1e F2NJ dza WIF NBR
stay for the whole shebang.
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shopping so we traded babysitting with the Carters
and we eaclwent after the kids were in bed

following one of these parties. It was nice to get a
little date and finish stuff up.

| made the kitty a stockingndredid the garland Jared and | got to celebrate ouf @nniversary by
that goes in windowy thing between the kitchen going to ' Grade Cookie Night at the elementary
and living roonthis year It took us forever to get schoolon the 18" Nice, | knowlt was pretty quick
everything upand get the tree decorated too; we and | think that Jared and | had something semi

had some pretty bad vacation fog to wade through. ~ fancy for dinner after the kids were in bed but I
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that weekend. We saw Avatar in 3D IMAX and it
was awesome!

On the 17" | had dinner all seto take to a friend
who had just had her®baby and was waiting for
Jared to get home so | could go. | waited. And |
waited. It had been a miserably lousy day all the
way around so | started bawling (I blame the
hormones). | pulled myself together engluto call
my friend Amy, or at least | thought | had, to tell
her that | was really sorry and instead bawled at
her on the phone. After Jared finally did make it

: home we ran a Pizza Hut gift card over to them to
On the 11", L-3 had their kids party so | got the YFE1S dzld F2NJ G6KS KI yat SXI
monsters all put together and drug them out there.

We picked Jared up from work and headed to Pizza

Hut for dinner, sa of a tradition before this party.
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The older monsters
both had Christmas
parties on the 18, Tess
at ballet and Noah at
school. Thankfully they
GSNBY Qi
the same time this year
so | got to make it to
both of them.

We made our
GIAYISNDNBI RE
the 22", Unfortunately
for the boys they had
pushed me over the
edge with thei refusal

to pick up their roomat
the end of the day and
only Tess got to help
this year. Meanest Mom
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Noah was out of school from the 2bf December

till the 5™ of January and Jared had work

between Christmas and New Years. We took the
kids to see the Princess and the Frog on Christmas
Eve during the day, it was pretty cute and | think
they behaved alright. Tate is still getting the hang
of sitting still for bnger than half a second at a

time. J

Later than evening the kids opened pajamas and
we decorated cookies for Santa, just like we do
every year. Jared read them the Christmas story
using the illustrated scripture reader things we
have and The Night Befoféhristmas out of the
fabric book that myGreat Grandmalda made for
me when | was a kid. Then they all settled in for a
f2y3 gAyiISNRA yI Lo

After we got the kids in bed we started getting
things cleaned up and ready for Jared and I to hit
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the sack when w discovered
that our dishwasher had given
up the ghost the previous
evening. It looked like it had
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T 2 NJoummer since we had spent
all day making all sorts of
Christmas goodies and literally
every dish we owned was

dirty. Seriously. All athem.

It actually snowed on Christmas Eve. Not a lot, but
enough that the lawn was dusted when we got up
in the morning.

Christmas morning

was great. The kids
were cute and got a
f20 27 ynel @
cat was totally

freaked out by the
whole thing. Theids
insisted on getting a
present for her even
though | had made

her a stocking that
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been mistaken in
assuming that that would be enough for the cat.
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